Lessons from the decline in coronary atherosclerotic heart disease mortality in the USA.
Coronary mortality in the U.S. has dramatically lessened in the past 15 years, and it appears that this trend is continuing. It is as yet uncertain whether the incidence of coronary disease has been altered. The extent to which this favourable trend reflects an improvement in overall medical care, the components related to a decrease in modifiable coronary risk factors in the population, and the contribution of a number of other variables remains to be determined.